ZA -Archiv Nummer 3079

European Members of Parliament Study

1996

1996



European Study of
Members of Parliament
1996

Core Questionnaire

Members of National Parliaments

"Political Representation in Europe"
International research project

Coordination:
University of Twente, The Netherlands
Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin fiir Sozialforsc ~ hung (WZB)

For any questions, please contact:

Bernhard Wessels / Achim Kielhorn Jacques Thomassen
Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin fur Sozialforschung University of Twente
Faculty of Public Policy and Public
Administration

Reichpietschufer 50 P.O. Box 217

10785 Berlin NE 7500 AE Enschede

& +49 30 25491 -315/-322, FAX - 684 & +3153-489-3270, FAX -2255
E-Mail: wessels@medea.wz-berlin.de E-Mail: thomassen@bsk.utwente.ne



1. Thinking ahead about the next few years, which are the most serious problems and issues facing the
European Union?

&~ please answer in keywords:

2a Regardless of the current legal situation, to what extent do you favour or are you against a situation in
which the European Parliament would have the power to pass laws that would apply directly to all
member states of the European Union?

Please use the following scale, value 1 representing "very much in favour", value 7 representing "very
much against", and the other values representing positions in-between.

Very Very
much in much
favour against
[ I I I I I I
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

O O O O O O O

2b One of the major issues presently facing the EU is the increasing of the range of responsibilities of the
European Union. Do you favour or are you against increasing the range of responsibilities of the EU?

Very Very
much in much
favour against
[ I I I I I I
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

O O O O O O O

2c  Another major issue presently facing the EU is the inclusion of new member states within the Union. Do
you favour or are you against the inclusion of new member states within the next ten years?

Very Very
much in much
favour against
[ I I I I I I
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

O O O O O O O

3. What do you think, are broadening and deepening of the European Union conflicting goals?

4.  Which would you say should have priority, broadening or deepening the European Union?

(270 T=To [T o] o o AP O
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5. For each of the following countries would you indicate when it should become a member of the
European Union or should it never become a member?

Within five years ~ Within ten years  After the next ten Never
years
The Baltic states O O O O
Bulgaria O O O O
Cyprus O O O O
Czech Republic O O O O
Hungary O O O O
Malta O O O O
Morocco O O O O
Poland O O O O
Rumania O O O O
Slovakia O O O O
Slovenia O O O O
Turkey O O O O

6. To what extent should each of the following policy areas be decided at the national level and to what
extent at the European level?

Exclusively at the Exclusively at the

national level European level

[ [ [ [ [ [ |

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Agriculture and fisheries O O O O O O O
Unemployment policies O O O O O O O
Economic policy O O O O O O O
Fighting crime O O O O O O O
Regional development O O O O O O O
Security and defence O O O O O O O
Protection of the environment O O O O O O O
Monetary policy O O O O O O O
Health O O O O O O O
Social policy O O O O O O O
Education O O O O O O O
Basic rules for broadcasting and O O O O O O O
press
Scientific and technological research O O O O O O O
Foreign policy O O O O O O O
Taxation policy O O O O O O O
Help to developing countries O O O O O O O
Immigrants and refugees O O O O O O O




7. Do you think the EU has done a good or a bad job in the following areas in the last five years?
Very good Very bad
[ I I I I I I
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Agriculture and fisheries O O O O O O O
Unemployment policies O O O O O O O
Economic policy O O O O O O O
Fighting crime O O O O O O O
Regional development O O O O O O O
Security and defence O O O O O O O
Protection of the environment O O O O O O O
Monetary policy O O O O O O O
Health O O O O O O O
Social policy O O O O O O O
Education O O O O O O O
Basic rules for broadcasting and O O O O O O O
press
Scientific and technological research O O O O O O O
Foreign policy O O O O O O O
Taxation policy O O O O O O O
Help to developing countries O O O O O O O
Immigrants and refugees O O O O O O O
8. Inyour opinion, which has been more important in furthering European integration: economic or political
interests?
ECONOMIC INtEreStS ......cvivieiiiiiiiiiiii e O
Political INterests ... O
9. How much confidence do you have that decisions made by the European Union will be in the interest of
your country? Do you have ...
a great deal of confidence .............oooeeeeeiiieieeeenn, O
a fair amount of confidence .............cccccceeviiiinnnnn. O
not very much confidence...........ccccvvvvvvvviiiviniinnnns O
no confidence at all.............ooocvviiiiiiieiiniiiiiiieeeee, O
10. Do you think that the <COUNTRY PARLIAMENT> is exercising too much or too little supervision over

the positions of the <COUNTRY> government in the Council of Ministers of the European Union?

Please give a rating on the scale.

Too much

Too little

I
1

O

I I I I I I
2 3 4 5 6 7

O O O O O O




11. Should <COUNTRY> keep its <NATIONAL CURRENCY> and make it more independent from the
other European currencies, or should the aim be a new common European currency? Please indicate
on the scale what you see as ...

Independent New common

national European

currency currency
[ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ |
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Your position o o o o o o o o o od
Your party’s position o o o o o o o o o od
Your party’s voters’ position o o o o o o o o o od

12. The former president of the European Commission, Jacques Delors, has proposed to raise funds for a
massive programme to fight unemployment. Others argue that the completion of the Single European
Market alone will be the best remedy for unemployment. Please indicate again on the scale what you

see as ...
Launch a Concentrate
massive on completion
employment of the Single
programme Market
[ I I I I I I I I I
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Your position o o o o o o o o o 0O
Your party’s position o o o o o o o o o 0O
Your party’s voters’ position o o o o o o o o o 0O

13. Should the EU continue to remove national border controls or should tighter border controls be
reintroduced to fight crime effectively? Please indicate on the scale what you see as ...

Continue to Reintroduce
remove close border-
national control
borders
[ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ |
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Your position o o o o o o o o o 0O
Your party’s position o o o o o o o o o 0O
Your party’s voters’ position o o o o o o o o o 0O

14. In political matters some people talk about ‘left’ and ‘right’. Where would you place yourself and others
on the following scale?

Left Right

[ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ |
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Your position o o o o o o o o o 0O
Your party’s position o o o o o o o o o 0O
Your party’s voters’ position o o o o o o o o o 0O




15.

Here is a list of political issues.

<NATIONAL ISSUE>

Fighting unemployment

Securing stable prices
<NATIONAL ISSUE>

Furthering political unification of Western Europe
Solving the immigration problem
<NATIONAL ISSUE>

Reduction of agricultural surpluses
Protection of the environment
<NATIONAL ISSUE>

Fighting crime

AT ITETMMmMOOm>

15a Which of these issues do you consider the most important, which comes second, and which comes

15b

third?

Please insert the corresponding letter of the alphabet................

And for the three issues you selected: Which level of
government do you think would be most appropriate for dealing
with each issue?

Tick only one level per issue.

The regional 18Vel ...........oevviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e
The national 1eVel ...
The EUropean Ve ..........ouvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e

1st

Most important

2nd

3rd

oonO

oonO

oonO

16. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements on Europe and the issue of

European identity?

Agree
strongly

Disagree
strongly

The differences between European countries are
far less than the similarities

| feel proud to be a European

European unity threatens my country’s cultural
identity

The European Union has strengthened
democracy

The European Union subjects member states to
too much regulation

The European Union has greatly harmed the
<NATIONAL> economy

Citizens of other EU countries should have the
same rights to live in <COUNTRY> as we do

Stronger measures should be taken to restrict
immigration from countries outside the European
Union

The financial contribution of <COUNTRY> to the
EU is too high compared to what other member
states contribute

O O 0o o oo gde-

a

O O O O O OO O»~-

a

O O O O O OO0 0O«

a
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a
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a

O O O O O OO Oe¢-

a

O O OO0 0O oo O-

a




17. On the whole, how satisfied are you with the way democracy works in the European Union?

Very SatiSfied..........ccvicviieeie e O
Fairly SatiSfied ..........ccveieeiieieeecee e O
NOt Very Satisfied..........ccceovriveeeeeeiie e O
Not at all SatiSfed..........c.ccvvevveieeceeeeeeceecee e O

18. And how satisfied are you, on the whole, with the way democracy works in <COUNTRY>?

Very satisfied...........oevvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee
Fairly satisfied .............uvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeee
Not very satisfied...........uuvuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeenan,
Not at all satisfied..........cccccoviiiiiiiiiiieeee,

oooad

19. Some people regard the European Parliament as the democratic heart of the Union, because
democratic legitimacy of the Union can only be based on a supranational parliament. Others say that
this is a wrong ambition because the legitimacy of the Union is already based on the national
parliaments. Where would you place your personal opinion on the following scale?

The democratic legitimation of the Union should be based on ...

the European Parliament the national parliaments
[ I I I I I I
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
O O O O O O O

20. There is a range of proposals being discussed to deal with the ‘democratic deficit’ in the European
Union. To what extent would you be in favour of the following proposals?

Very much in Very much
favour against
[ I I I I I I
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
National parliaments should have a joint O O o o o o O
committee of MEPs and MPs to debate the
Community proposals
There should be regular joint meetings between O O o o o o O
committees of the EP and national parliaments
National governments should have a Cabinet O O o o o o O
Minister responsible for European Affairs
Debates about legislative proposals in the O O o o o o O

Council of Ministers should be a matter of
public record

Ministers attending the Council should follow O O o o o o O
the instructions of their national parliaments

There should be more MEPs who are also MPs

There should be stronger links between
European Commissioners and their staff and

MPs

The same electoral system should be used in O O o o o o O
European elections in all member states

There should be compulsory voting in European O O o o o o O
parliamentary elections

The Commission should be chosen by the O O o o o o O

European Parliament rather than by the
national governments

European parties should choose the candidates O O o o o o O
for the European Parliament rather than leaving
it to the national parties




21. How much influence do you think the institutions listed here have concerning decision-making in the
European Union?

Very little Very much
influence influence

The European Parliament
The European Commission
The Council of Ministers

The European Court of
Justice

Committee of Permanent
Representatives (COREPER)

Economic and Social
Committee

National Governments

OO0 0O O 0O004de--
OO0 0O O OO00de~-
OO0 0O O O000e«-
OO0 0O O 0O004d--
OO0 0O 0O 0O000e-
OO0 0O 0O 0O000d4de-
OO0 0O O O000d-~-
OO0 0O O O000«-
OO 0O 0O O000 e
OO0 0O 0O 0O0004ds-
OO0 0O O OO0O00de-

National Parliaments

22. Could you say how much influence the following institutions and organs ought to have concerning
decision-making in the European Union?

Very little Very much
influence influence

The European Parliament
The European Commission
The Council of Ministers

The European Court of
Justice

Committee of Permanent
Representatives (COREPER)

Economic and Social
Committee

National Governments

OO0 0O O 0O004de--
OO0 0O O OO00de~-
OO0 0O O O000e«-
OO0 0O O 0O004d--
OO0 0O 0O 0O000e-
OO0 0O 0O 0O000d4de-
OO0 0O O O000d-~-
OO0 0O O O000«-
OO 0O 0O O000 e
OO0 0O 0O 0O0004ds-
OO0 0O O OO0O00de-

National Parliaments

23. In general, are you for or against efforts to unify Western Europe?

Very much in favour .........ccccccci
Somewhat in favour.........cccccoiiiiiiiiiiie e,
Somewhat against..........coooeeiiiiiiiiieeen
Very much against.........cccccevvvie,

oooad

24. How would you describe the job of being an MP? What are the most important things you should do
here?

&~ please answer in keywords:




25. When you think about your work as an MP, how important are the following aspects of your work?

Of little Of great
importance importance
[ [ [ [ [ [ |
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Taking part in legislation O O o o o o O
Parliamentary oversight O O o o o o O
Articulation of important societal needs and O O o o o o O
interests
Development of political strategies O O o o o o O
Mediation between different interests in society O O o o o o O
Representation of individual interests of O O o o o o O
individual citizens
26. How important is it to you to represent the following groups of people?
Of little Of great
importance importance
[ [ [ [ [ [ |
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
All people in <COUNTRY> O O o o o o O
All the people who voted for your party O O o o o o O
All the people in your constituency O O o o o o O
Your party O O o o o o O
A specific group in society O O o o o o O
Which one?

27. In many cases people have different views concerning matters that the <NAME OF THE NATIONAL
PARLIAMENT> must decide upon. On which one of the following would you be most inclined to base
your decision in such cases?

What would be your first choice?
And what would be your second choice?

Tick one item per column.

First choice Second

choice
Follow your own judgement ...........ccoooevieieeiiiiiieeeeeenn, O O
Follow the view of the voters of your party .................. O O
Follow the view of your party ...........ccooeeeeeeiiiiiieeeeeen, O O

28. Some MPs are very much involved in European policy-making regarding their own field of speciality,
others are not involved in European policy-making at all. How much are you involved in European
policy-making in the policy fields of your speciality?

Very much Not at all

I I I I
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
o O 0O 0o 0 0o o0




29. How frequently are you in contact with the following groups, people or institutions?

At least At least At least At least Less often  No contact

once a once a every three once a year

week month months
Ordinary citizens O O O O O O
Organised groups O O O O O O
Lobbyists O O O O O O
Journalists O O O O O O
European civil servants O O O O O O
European Commission O O O O O O
European Council O O O O O O
Economic and Social O O O O O O
Committee
European Court of Justice O O O O O O
Committee of Permanent O O O O O O
Representatives
(COREPER)
Leaders of your party O O O O O O
<COUNTRY> MEPs O O O O O O
Ministers O O O O O O
Civil servants at the national O O O O O O
level
Members of national O O O O O O

parliaments of EU member
states

30. How much do you take the opinion of each of the mentioned groups into account, when you are making
political decisions? Please use the scale provided.

Very Very little
much
[ [ [ [ [ [ |
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Ordinary citizens O O O O O O O
Organised groups O O O O O O O
Lobbyists O O O O O O O
Public opinion O O O O O O O
The media O O O O O O O
Leaders of your O O O O O O O
parliamentary group
MPs of other parties O O O O O O O
Leaders of your party O O O O O O O
<COUNTRY> MEPs O O O O O O O
Ministers O O O O O O O
Civil servants at the national O O O O O O O
level

10




31. There are different general goals to which politicians would give top priority. If you had to choose
between the following goals, which one would you give first priority? And which one would come
second?

Please tick only one box in each column.

Most important Next most
important
Maintaining order in the Nation.............coooeeee e O O
Giving people more say in important government decisions............... O O
FIghting riSING PriCES....coiviie e O O
Protecting freedom of speech .........ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiie O O
32. How often do you have contact with the following interest groups?
At least At least At least At least Less often  No contact
once a once a every three once a year
week month months

NATIONAL INTEREST GROUPS
Consumer associations O O O O O O
Environmental organizations O O O O O O
Trade unions O O O O O O
Professional associations O O O O O O
National economic interest
groups of:
Agriculture and fishing O O O O O O
Industry O O O O O O
Transport O O O O O O
Trade and commerce O O O O O O
Banking and insurance O O O O O O
EUROPEAN INTEREST GROUPS
Consumers associations O O O O O O
(e.g. EUROCOOP)
Environmental organizations O O O O O O
(e.g. EEB)
European trade unions (e.g. O O O O O O
ETUC)
Professional organizations O O O O O O
(e.g. SEPLIS)
European economic interest
groups of:
Agriculture and fishing (e.qg. O O O O O O
COPA)
Industry (e.g. UNICE) O O O O O O
Transport (e.g. LC/IRU) O O O O O O
Trade and commerce (e.g. O O O O O O
FIPMEC)
Banking and insurance (e.g. O O O O O O
GCECEE)

11




33. For you personally, which of the following are important sources of information about the European
Union?
Please tick as many as appropriate!

Television, radio

N[N S o= o1 = ST PP TSPPPTI

Weekly magazines

Interest organizations, professional associations, consumer organizations.............
National MPs specialised in European affairs...........cooooeoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccies
Specialised national government information offices ............ccccccc
European information office, Euro-info-centres

EUuropean CiVil SEIVANTS........coiiiiiiiiie i nerr e

MEPS from SCOUNTRY > ... e e e e e e et e e e e eans
Information resources in the <COUNTRY PARLIAMENT>......coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeiie,

Oo0O0O0oO0O0O0o0oOooOoaod

Own personal assSiStant FESOUICES ........cceeviiiiiiieieieeee e

34. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements?

Agree Disagree
strongly strongly

Greater efforts should be made to reduce
inequality of income

Tougher action should be taken against criminals

Government should play a greater role in
managing the economy

Women should be free to decide for themselves
on abortion

Current levels of welfare should be maintained
even if it means raising taxes

The use of marijuana should be decriminalised

o0 O O OO O4d-e--
o0 O O OO Od»~-
OO0 O O OO0 0O«
o0 O O OO O4d-»-
o0 O O OO 0o

It is more important to reduce unemployment
than to limit inflation

OO0 O O OO0 0+
o0 O O OO Od-~-

Finally we would like to ask some questions about your personal background.

35. When were you born?

In 19
36. Are you male or female?
MBI . e e O
FOMAIE ... O
37. Concerning your marital status, are you ...
Married or living permanently with partner............coooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiis O
SiNgle: WIAOWE. ..., O
Single: unmarried or diVOrCed ..........coovvviiiiiii O

12




38. What is your highest level of education?

LW 1YY £ Yo (=T [ == O
Other higher education ..., O
Secondary SCNOOL.........coooiii i, O
Primary SCROOL........coooiiiiiiieee e reeee O

39. Do you regard yourself as ...

PrOTESTANL.....eeeiiiie et e e e e e e O
CANONIC ... O
JEWISH L. O
IMUSTIML .ot e e e et e e e e e e e nb e e e e e e e e eaes O
Belonging to another religion ..o O
Not belonging to any religion...........oooooiiioiiiiiiic e O

40. How often do you attend a religious service?

AL 1€aSt ONCE 8 WEEK ....vvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiiee et e e e e e eeeeeeees O
At least ONCE @ MONTN.......uuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e e e eeeeeees O
AL 1EASE ONCE @ YEAI .. .uuuuviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieteeeteeeeeeeeeeeeeaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees O
1N 7= O

41. Can you tell us about your political experience? Are you now or have you ever been a member of any of
the following bodies?

Yes, at the Yes, in the No, never

moment past
Local representative body O O O
Regional representative body O O O
National representative body O O O
European Parliament O O O
Member of local government O O O
Member of regional government O O O
Member of national government O O O

42. Do you hold or have you ever held office in any of the following organizations?

Yes, at the Yes, in the No, never
moment past
A local / regional party organization O O O
A national party organization O O O
A professional association O O O
A trade union O O O
A business organization O O O
A woman’s organization O O O
An environmental group O O O
A religious organization O O O

43. When did you join your political party?

13




In 19

44, When were you first elected to the <COUNTRY PARLIAMENT>?

In 19

45. Please indicate your occupation immediately prior to your first election to the <COUNTRY
PARLIAMENT>, using the following list.
ENQGINEEI, AFCHILECT ... .o bb bbb e e enennnes
Medical Doctor or Medical Professional ...........coooioiiiiiiiiiieiice e
Lot o T 0 0T
Political Scientist, SOCIAl SCIENLIST........ccoiiiieiiei i
Teacher, Educational Professional................eueiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e
Legal Professional (Lawyer, Judge, JUFSt, BLC.) ...ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiecieee i
Journalist, Author, Media Professional.................uuieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e
Government Executive OffiCial...........cooooiiiiii
AdMINISIrAtiVe OFfICIAL ... .uuuueiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e e e e e e ereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees
Official or Manager of an Interest Organization, e.g. trade union, business organization ...
Party Official, Party Manager........coooiiiiiiiieiieiieie i aeeeeseeneenee
Legislative Official, Member of Legislative Body............coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciii
Government Official, Member of Government...........ccccoooiiiiii,
F Y 42T I ST=T Vo] PP

Farmer, FArm MaNAGJET .........ooiiiii et e e ettt e e e et e e e eet e e e enb e e eennnaaaees
SKilled MaNUAL WOTKET.........cco i
Semi and unskilled manual WOrKEer ...,
WOTK N the NOME L.ttt ettt ettt e e e et e e et eeeeeeeeeaeeeaaeeeaaeeaees
Other Occupation, please SPECITY ......ccovvi i,

[N To) a0 I o =T =T 0 0T o] (o) Y70 1 =T o | A

46. Did you work in the public or private sector when first elected?

(g0 o] [[oR=T=To3 (o] GRS
Private SECLON ......cuuiieieieie e e

47. Were you employed or self-employed when first elected?

[ 40]0](0) /= To [PPSR
Self-employed ........ccooooiiiiiiiis

14




48. In your main job, did you supervise or were you directly responsible for the work of other people?
If yes: roughly for how many persons?

NO, did NOt SUPEIVISE ... sbbeeenebeeennnnne

Yes, supervised others at work: lto5people..ccoeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee,

610 10 people ....ccevvvviiiiiiiiiiiiie,

11to 20 people ....ccoeeveeeeeeiiiieeeen,

21to 50 people .....evvvviiiiiininnnn.

51to 100 people .......ccoevvvvvveeennnnnn.

more than 100 people ...........cce....

Oooooooo

49. After your present term of office, would you like to stay in politics on the national level, would you prefer
a political position on the European level or would you prefer something else?

Be active within national politics ...........ccccccvvviviiiiiin, O
Be active within European politics ...........cccccvvvvviiiiinnnnnn. O
Retire from public life ........ccccoveiiiii O
Other, please SPECITY .......uuuvivieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee O

50. What would you like to be ten years from now on?
Please tick as many as appropriate.

A member of the <COUNTRY PARLIAMENT> .......ccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e O
Chair of a parliamentary group in the <COUNTRY PARLIAMENT> ........... O
Chair of a committee in your <COUNTRY PARLIAMENT> ...........cceevveeen. O
Leader of a national organization ............cooooieieiiiiiiieiisccc e O
A member of your national government .................eeeveveeveieeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeene. O
A member of the European Parliament ................ueevvvevviiiiiiiieeeeeieieeieeeeeeee, O
Chair of your party group inthe EP ..., O
Chair of an EP COMMIEE.......ccoiiiiiiiiiiiieee et O
Leader of an European organization ............ooooeieeiiineeeeeensesessiee O
A member of the European COmMmMISSION..........uuuuviriuriririeiieireeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee O

Thank you for your cooperation!

15




To be added on return

Country:

Region:

Date the questionnaire was sent out:

Date the questionnaire was sent out for the second time:
Date the gquestionnaire was received:

Elected for which party:

10 C

Membership in parliamentary Committees:

PonPE

Position in Parliament (e.g. Leader of a parliamentary group):
Please note all functions available.

PonPE

Serial number

This number is for technical purposes only.
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